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(54) PRINTER 
(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To lighten a burden of 
GPU of a printer and thereby to enable 
improvement of reliability and reduction of cost by 
executing maintenance operations such as a purge 
operation and a flush operation for an Inkjet type 
printing head on the basis of a maintenance 
instruction outputted from a host computer. 
SOLUTION: Each block inside CPU 30 is 
constructed of an LF motor control part 31 
controlling an LF motor 16, a OR motor control 
part 32 controlling a OR motor 12, a head control 
part 33 controlling discharge, of ink of a printing 
head 10, a purge control part 34 controlling a 
purge device 18, a cap control part 35 controlling 
a cap device 15 and a cap timing detecting part 36 
detecting the timing of capping. On the other hand, 
a printer driver 21 for making a printer 1 execute 
printing is provided in a host computer 20. In the 
printer driver 21, a flush timing detecting part 22 

which controls the time for making the head control part 33 execute a flush operation and 
instructs a printing data output part 25 to output a command to make the printer 1 
conduct the flush operation on the basis of the time is provided. 
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* NOTICES * 

JPO and NCIPI are not responsible for any 
damages caused by the use of this translation. 

IThis document has been translated by computer. So the translation may not reflect the 
original precisely. 

2.**** shows the word which can not be translated 
3.1n the drawings, any words are not translated. 



CLAIMS 



[Claim(s)] 

[Claim 1] The printer characterized by making maintenance actuation perform to said 
maintenance equipment based on the maintenance instruction outputted from said host 
computer in the printer which prints based on the printing data which it has maintenance 
equipment which makes a printing condition good, and were outputted from the host 
computer. 

[Claim 2] The printer according to claim 1 characterized by having a maintenance time-of- 
day storage means to memorize the time of day which performed said maintenance 
actuation. 

[Claim 3] It is the Inkjet printer according to claim 1 or 2 which said printer is equipped 
with the print head which carries out the regurgitation of the ink to a printed object from 
the ink delivery, and is characterized by said maintenance equipment being what recovers 
or maintains the function of the ink delivery of said print head. 
[Claim 4] The ink jet printer according to claim 3 characterized by equipping said 
maintenance equipment with the purging machine style which attracts ink from the ink 
delivery established in said print head, and the Flushing device in which ink is made to 
breathe out from said ink delivery. 

[Claim 5] Claim 1 which the host computer is connected to said printer and characterized 
by having the maintenance instruction means which gives a maintenance instruction to 
said printer at the host computer thru/or the printing system of any one publication of 
four. 

[Claim 6] The printing system according to claim 5 characterized by equipping said 
maintenance instruction means with a count means to count time amount until it reaches 
at a maintenance stage. 



[Translation done.] 
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION 



[Detailed Description of the Invention] 
[0001] 

[Field of the Invention] This invention is a printer used as an output unit of a host 
computer, and relates to a thing suitable as a printing system which connected the printer 
equipped with the maintenance equipment which makes a printing condition good, and its 
printer and host computer. 
[0002] 

[Description of the Prior Art] Conventionally, as a printer equipped with maintenance 
equipment, the Inkjet printer 60 shown in drawing 1 2 is known, for example. This thing is 
equipped with the print head 10 which has two or more nozzles which carry out the 
regurgitation of the ink to a printing hand-ed. And it is generated by the print-data 
generation section 52 with which the printer driver 51 of a host computer 50 was 
equipped, and prints by inputting the print data outputted through an interface 54 through 
the print-data output section 53 from an interface 61. Moreover, the purge equipment 18 
which performs actuation (purge actuation) which attracts periodically the ink in which it 
got dry in the above-mentioned nozzle (for example, day by day [ 10 ]), and makes the 
discharge condition of ink good. The flash plate function to perform actuation (flash plate 
actuation) which breathes out ink from all the above-mentioned nozzles periodically to an 
ink absorber (illustration abbreviation) (every [ for example, ] 30 seconds), and makes the 
discharge condition of ink good. When not printing, it has cap equipment 1 5 which performs 
actuation (cap actuation) which covers the above-mentioned nozzle and prevents thirst of 
ink. 

[0003] And the above-mentioned purge equipment 18 performs purge actuation (purging) 
according to the signal taken out from the purge control section 76 which functions based 
on the timing detected by the purge timing detecting element 75 of CPU70. Moreover, the 
above-mentioned flash plate actuation (Flushing) is performed by operating a print head 10 
according to the signal taken out from the head control section 74 which functions based 
on the timing detected by the flash plate timing detecting element 73 of CPU70. 
Furthermore, the above-mentioned cap equipment 15 performs cap actuation (capping) 
according to the signal taken out from the cap control section 78 which functions based 
on the timing detected by the cap timing detecting element 77 of CPU70. 
[0004] Three above-mentioned maintenance actuation is performed according to the flow 
chart shown in drawing 13 in which data processing is carried out by the above CPU 70. 
That is, during actuation of an ink jet printer, the judgment of whether to have become the 
time amount which performs flash plate actuation (Flushing) is repeated (step 700), and 
when it becomes the time amount, the above-mentioned flash plate actuation is performed 
(step 710). Moreover, the judgment of whether the print data outputted from a host 
computer 50 were lost is also repeated (step 720), and when judged with print data having 
been lost the above-mentioned cap actuation (capping) is performed (step 730). 
Furthermore, the judgment of whether to have become the time amount which performs 
purge actuation (purging) is also repeated (step 740), and when it becomes the time 
amount, the above-mentioned purge actuation is performed (step 750). In addition, data, 
such as a program, maintenance time amount, etc. of the above-mentioned data 
processing, are memorized by ROM62 or RAM63 which are shown in drawing 12 . 
[0005] 

[Problem(s) to be Solved by the Invention] However, in the above-mentioned ink jet 
printer, in order to carry out data processing of the timing which performs Flushing, 
capping, and purging by interrupt processing other than reception of the usual print data, 
and printing processing to CPU70 as mentioned above, rather than CPU which does not 
perform data processing of the timing for such a maintenance, high-speed processing can 
be performed and CPU with the high engine performance must be incorporated. Therefore, 
since the configuration of CPU becomes complicated, there is a problem that it is more 
unreliable than CPU which does not perform the above-mentioned data processing, and 
cost starts. Moreover, since what has large storage capacity is required, cost also starts 
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further ROM which memorizes the program used for the operation of CPU. 
[0006] Then, the place which it is made in order that this invention may solve the 
technical problem mentioned above, and is made into the purpose is by excluding the 
function which carries out data processing of the timing of the above-mentioned 
maintenance from the function with which the printer is equipped, and mitigating the 
burden of CPU of a printer to offer the printer which can aim at improvement in 
dependability, and reduction of cost. 
[0007] 

[Means for Solving the Problem] By invention according to claim 1, it has maintenance 
equipment which makes a printing condition good, and the technical means of making 
maintenance actuation perform to said maintenance equipment based on the maintenance 
instruction outputted from said host computer are used for this invention in the printer 
which prints based on the printing data outputted from the host computer in order to 
attain the above-mentioned purpose. 

[0008] In invention according to claim 2, the technical means of having a maintenance 
time-of-day storage means to memorize the time of day which performed said 
maintenance actuation are adopted in a printer according to claim 1. 

[0009] In invention according to claim 3, in an ink jet printer according to claim 1 or 2, said 
printer is equipped with the print head which carries out the regurgitation of the ink from 
an ink delivery to a printed object, and the technical means that it is what recovers or 
maintains the function of the ink delivery of said print head are used for said maintenance 
equipment. 

[0010] In invention according to claim 4, the technical means of having the purging 
machine style which attracts ink from the ink delivery established in said print head, and 
the Flushing device in which ink is made to breathe out from said ink delivery are adopted 
as said maintenance equipment in an Inkjet printer according to claim 3. 
[001 1] In invention according to claim 5, in claim 1 thru/or the printing system of any one 
publication of four, the host computer is connected to said printer and the technical 
means of having the maintenance instruction means which gives a maintenance instruction 
to said printer are adopted as the host computer. 

[0012] In invention according to claim 6, the technical means of having a count means to 
count time amount until it reaches at a maintenance stage are adopted as said 
maintenance instruction means in a printing system according to claim 5. 
[0013] 

[Function] There is no function to give a maintenance instruction to the printer itself, and 
maintenance actuation can be made to perform to maintenance equipment in invention 
given in claim 1 thru/or 6 based on the maintenance instruction outputted from the host 
computer. Therefore, since the burden of a printer is mitigable. improvement in the part to 
have been mitigated and dependability and reduction of cost can be aimed at 
[0014] It becomes that it is possible in counting the time amount to a next maintenance 
again especially based on the maintenance time of day by which storage was carried out 
[ above-mentioned ] even if the above-mentioned host computer by which connection is 
made is the case where it is changed into other host computers, since it has a 
maintenance time-oi^day storage means to memorize the time of day which performed the 
above-mentioned maintenance actuation in invention according to claim 2. That is, it 
becomes possible with an always exact time interval to perform maintenance actuation. 
[0015] Moreover, the above-mentioned printer is equipped with the print head according 
to claim 3 which carries out the regurgitation of the ink from the ink delivery to the 
printing hand-ed like, and since the above-mentioned maintenance equipment does not 
need to manage the timing for recovering or maintaining the above-mentioned function by 
the printer side when it is the Inkjet printer which is what recovers or maintains the 
function of the ink delivery of the above-mentioned print head, it can mitigate the burden 
of the function by the side of a printer. 

[0016] Furthermore, since it is not necessary to manage the timing of the maintenance by 
each above-mentioned device by the printer side when it has the purging machine style 
which attracts ink, and the Flushing device in which ink is made to breathe out from the 
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above-mentioned ink delivery, from the ink delivery according to claim 4 prepared in the 
above-mentioned print head like at the maintenance equipment of the above-mentioned 
Inkjet printer, the burden of the function by the side of a printer is mitigable. 
[0017] It is not necessary not to have the function of managing the timing of a 
maintenance and taking out a maintenance instruction to self what is necessary being to 
connect the host computer to the above-mentioned printer, and for the above-mentioned 
printer just to constitute so that maintenance actuation may be performed according to 
the maintenance instruction taken out from the above-mentioned host computer since the 
host computer is equipped with the maintenance instruction means which gives a 
maintenance instruction to the above-mentioned printer, by invention according to claim 5. 
That is, the printing system which made the burden by the side of a printer mitigate is 
realizable by giving the function to issue management and a maintenance instruction of the 
above-mentioned maintenance time of day to the direction of the above-mentioned host 
computer. 

[0018] Moreover, in invention according to claim 6. since the above-mentioned 
maintenance instruction means is equipped with a count means to count time amount until 
it reaches at a maintenance stage, it is not necessary to prepare the function which 
counts time amount until it reaches a printer side at a maintenance stage. That is, the 
printing system which made the burden by the side of a printer mitigate further is 
realizable. 
[0019] 

[Embodiment of the Invention] Hereafter, the 1st example which materialized this invention 
is explained with reference to drawing. In addition, this example explains to representation 
the ink jet printer (it is hereafter called a printer for short) which prints from an ink 
delivery by breathing out ink to a printing hand-ed as a printer concerning this invention. 
Drawing 1 is the appearance perspective view showing the internal device of the above- 
mentioned printer, and drawing 2 is the appearance perspective view taking out and 
showing a device in part from the printer shown in drawing 1 . 

[0020] As shown in drawing 1 , the manual paper feed section 3 is formed in the anterior 
part of the body frame 2 of a printer 1, it is behind this manual paper feed section 3. and 
as shown in drawing 2 . the print head 10 mentioned later and the subframe 4 in which 
carriage LM is carried are formed in the upper part of the above-mentioned body frame 2. 
Behind [ up ] this subframe 4. as shown in drawing 1 , the sheet paper cassette 5 which 
stores in piles two or more sheets of print sheets which are a printing hand-ed is attached 
removable. 

[0021] As shown in drawing 2 , the cylindrical shape-like platen roller 6 is arranged behind 
[ up ] the above-mentioned subframe 4. This platen roller 6 is conveyed in the vertical 
direction, making the print sheet supplied from the above-mentioned sheet paper cassette 
5 or the manual paper feed section 3 meet the above-mentioned print head 10. and makes 
a part of above-mentioned carriage LM. The above-mentioned platen roller 6 is driven 
through the platen gear 7 by LF motor which is not illustrated. The pressure roller 8 made 
to stick a print sheet to a platen roller 6 is formed in the above-mentioned platen roller 6 
bottom. 

[0022] The carriage 9 which carries the above-mentioned print head 10 ahead of the 
above-mentioned platen roller 6. is made to meet the above-mentioned platen roller 6, and 
is made to reciprocate is formed. This carriage 9 is made movable in accordance with the 
carriage shaft 1 1 established in parallel with the above-mentioned platen roller 6. In the 
method rear face of the right of the above-mentioned subframe 4, the CR motor 12 which 
drives the above-mentioned carriage 9 is arranged. This CR motor 12 drives the above- 
mentioned carriage 9 through a belt 13. and a step motor or a DC motor is used Moreover, 
along with the above-mentioned belt 13. the tape-like position alignment gage 14 to which 
the graduation was given is formed. 

[0023] On the left-hand side of the above-mentioned platen roller 6. the purge equipment 
18 which performs purge actuation is arranged. The above-mentioned purge actuation is 
actuation for recovering a good discharge condition, when the above-mentioned print head 
10 becomes the poor regurgitation according to causes, like air bubbles are generated all 
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over the ink passage in a print head 10 while using a printer, or the drop of ink adheres on 
a regurgitation side. The above-mentioned print head 10 moves to the location covered 
with the cap 15 of purge equipment 18, and this purge actuation generates negative 
pressure with the built-in well-known pump, and is performed by attracting the defect ink 
inside the above-mentioned print head 10 through a delivery. The pump of the above- 
mentioned purge equipment 18 is driven by LF motor (illustration abbreviation) through the 
pump cam gear 19. Furthermore, the above-mentioned print head 10 is covered with the 
above-mentioned cap 15, in order to prevent thirst of a nozzle, when printing actuation is 
ended (capping). 

[0024] Moreover, near the above-mentioned purge equipment 18, the ink absorber for flash 
plate actuation (illustration abbreviation) and HP sensor (illustration abbreviation) which 
detects that the above-mentioned print head 10 has returned to the zero (location by 
which capping is carried out) are formed. The above-mentioned flash plate actuation is 
actuation which it is carried out in order to hold the above-mentioned print head 10 to a 
good discharge condition, and the above-mentioned print head 1 0 moves onto the above- 
mentioned ink absorber during printing, and injects ink from all the nozzles of the above- 
mentioned print head 10. 

[0025] Next, the printing structure of a system which connected the above-mentioned 
printer 1 and the host computer is explained with reference to the block diagram of 
drawing 3 . Drawing 3 is the block diagram showing the control system of the above- 
mentioned printer 1 and a host computer. First, the control system of a printer 1 is 
explained The printer 1 is equipped with R0M41 and RAM42 which memorize the interface 
40 changed into the signal which uses for data processing in the above CPU 30 the signal 
outputted from CPU30 and a host computer 20, the program used for the operation in the 
above CPU 30, data, etc. 

[0026] The contents of data processing to which CPU30 carries out each block of the 
CPU30 interior are shown. With the contents of data processing, it consists of cap timing 
detecting elements 36 which detect the timing of LF motor control section 31 which 
controls the LF motor 16, CR motor control section 32 which controls the CR motor 12, 
the head control section 33 which controls the regurgitation of the ink of a print head 10, 
the purge control section 34 which controls purge equipment 18, the cap control section 
35 which controls cap equipment 15, and capping. 

[0027] Next, the control system of a host computer 20 is explained. The printer driver 21 
for making a printer 1 perform printing is formed in the host computer 20. While managing 
the time of day which makes the above-mentioned head control section 33 perform flash 
plate actuation in this printer driver 21 The flash plate timing detecting element 22 ordered 
to the print-data output section 25 later mentioned so that the command to which flash 
plate actuation is made to perform may be outputted to a printer 1 based on the time of 
day. While managing the time of day which makes the above-mentioned purge control 
section 34 perform purge actuation, the purge timing detecting element 23 ordered to the 
print-data output section 25 later mentioned so that the command to which purge 
actuation is made to perform may be outputted to a printer 1 based on the time of day is 
formed. 

[0028] Moreover, the print-data generation section 24 which generates print data with a 
host computer 20 based on the data read from the floppy disk etc., and the print-data 
output section 25 which transmits the print data generated by this print-data generation 
section 24 to the above-mentioned printer 1 through an interface 26 are formed. In 
addition, in this example, the parallel interface is used for the above-mentioned interfaces 
26 and 40, respectively, and two-way communication can be performed now between the 
above-mentioned host computer 20 and a printer 1. 

[0029] Next, actuation of the above-mentioned control system is explained. A printer 
without the function first to memorize the time of day which performed purge actuation is 
explained with reference to the flow chart of drawing 4 and drawing 5 . Drawing 4 shows 
the contents of data processing of CPU of the above-mentioned host computer 20, and 
drawing 5 shows the contents of data processing of CPU30 of the above-mentioned 
printer 1. First, as shown in drawing 4 , the judgment of whether the time amount (days) by 
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the present time of day turned into time amount (for example, ten days) beforehand set as 
the above-mentioned purge timing detecting element 23 from read-out (step 100) and its 
read time of day in the last purge time of day (time of day of the newest purge actuation) 
memorized by the above-mentioned purge timing detecting element 23 is repeated (step 
110). 

[0030] And if judged with having become the time amount set up beforehand, a purge 
command (instruction for making a printer perform purge actuation) will be outputted to a 
printer 1 (step 120). At this time, that time of day when outputting is memorized by the 
above-mentioned purge timing detecting element 23 as last purge time of day (time of day 
which made the printer 1 perform purge actuation). On the other hand, if watching of the 
input of the above-mentioned purge command is carried out (step 200) and the above- 
mentioned purge command is detected as shown in drawing 5 , from the above-mentioned 
purge control section 34, a purge instruction will be taken out with the purge control 
section 34 of CPU30 of a printer 1 to purge equipment 18, and purge actuation will be 
performed by it (step 210). 

[0031] As mentioned above, according to the printer of the 1st example of the above, the 
printer which excluded the function to manage the timing which performs purge actuation 
is realizable. Therefore, since the program quantity memorized to R0M41 can be reduced 
and the amount of data processing of CPU30 based on the program can be reduced, 
improvement in the dependability of the part and the computer part of a printer and 
reduction of cost can be aimed at 

[0032] Next, the 2nd example of this invention is explained with reference to drawing 6 
thru/or drawing 1 1 . Although the printer of this example is not equipped with the timer 
function (function to manage current time, elapsed time, etc.), even if they are the case 
where a power source is intercepted by memorizing the purge time of day (a host 
computer managing this time of day instead of a printer) outputted from the above- 
mentioned host computer 20, and the case where it connects with other host computers, 
it is characterized by the ability to be able to perform purge actuation at exact spacing. In 
addition, since the configuration of those other than a computer part is the same as the 
1st example of the above, explanation is omitted. Drawing 6 is the Maine flow chart which 
shows the main contents of data processing performed by CPU of the above-mentioned 
host computer 20, and drawing 7 is a flow chart which shows the contents of data 
processing for the purge actuation performed by CPU30 of the above-mentioned printer 1. 

[0033] First, processing which detects whether purge data (data in which it is shown that 
purge actuation was performed) are memorized by the printer 1 from the above-mentioned 
host computer 20 to the above-mentioned printer 1 is performed (step 300). This 
processing is performed according to the program of the purge data detection processing 
shown in the flow chart of drawing 8 . As shown in drawing 8 , the purge data demand 
command required as outputting the purge data memorized is outputted to the above- 
mentioned printer 1 from the above-mentioned host computer 20 (step 301). In addition, 
the above-mentioned purge data demand command is created in the print-data output 
section 25 of the above-mentioned host computer 20, and the above-mentioned purge 
timing detecting element 23 recognizes that purge data are not outputted from a printer 1, 
and it searches for it so that a purge data demand command may be generated to the 
above-mentioned print-data output section 25. Moreover, a purge data demand command 
is outputted to a printer at every fixed time amount (for example, one day). 
[0034] On the other hand, if the purge control section 34 of CPU30 of the above- 
mentioned printer 1 is carrying out watching of the purge data demand command outputted 
from the above-mentioned host computer 20 (step 500) and the above-mentioned purge 
data demand command is detected as shown in drawing 9 , it will output the purge data 
memorized by the above ROM 41 to read-out (step 510), and will output the read purge 
data to the above-mentioned host computer 20 (step 520). 

[0035] And detection of the purge data outputted from the above-mentioned printer 1 of 
the print-data output section 25 of the above-mentioned host computer 20 ends the 
above-mentioned purge data detection processing (step 300 of drawing 6 ) (step 302). The 
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count of elapsed time to output this detected purge data to the above-mentioned purge 
timing detecting element 23 from the above-mentioned print-data output section 25. and 
make a printer performing next purge actuation is started. That is, it becomes the start 
condition of the count of the above-mentioned elapsed time that the above-mentioned 
purge data were detected. 

[0036] Then, if the above-mentioned elapsed time reaches the time amount (for example, 
ten days) beforehand set as the above-mentioned purge timing detecting element 23 (step 
310), it will be required that the purge command for which it asks so that purge actuation 
may be performed from the above-mentioned purge timing detecting element 23 to the 
above-mentioned printer 1 to the above-mentioned print-data output section 25 should be 
taken out (step 320 of drawing 6 ). And the above-mentioned purge command is detected 
by the purge control section 34 of the above-mentioned printer 1 (step 400 of drawing 7 ), 
a purge signal is outputted to the above-mentioned purge equipment 18 from the above- 
mentioned purge control section 34, and purge actuation is performed (step 410). Thereby, 
purge processing of the above-mentioned printer 1 is completed. 

[0037] In the above-mentioned host computer 20, after outputting a purge command to a 
printer 1, purge time-of^day output processing (step 330 of drawing 6 ) for storing in a 
printer 1 the time of day when purge actuation was performed by the purge command is 
performed. This purge time-of-day output processing is performed according to the 
program shown in drawing 10 . As shown in drawing 10 , the time of day when outputting 
the above-mentioned purge command to a printer 1 is outputted to a printer 1 as purge 
time-of-day data from the above-mentioned host computer 20 (step 331). 
[0038] On the other hand, by the printer 1, as shown in drawing 1 1 . watching of the 
detection of the above-mentioned purge time-of-day data is carried out (step 600), and if 
the above-mentioned purge time-of-day data are detected, the purge time-of-day data 
will be memorized by the above ROM 41 as purge time of day. In addition, the rewritable 
nonvolatile memory of EEPROM etc. is used for the R0M41. 

[0039] As mentioned above, according to the printer of the 2nd example of the above, 
since the purge time of day performed by the printer 1 is managed with a host computer 
20. it does not need to prepare a timer function in a printer 1. And since R0M41 of a 
printer 1 can be made to memorize the above-mentioned purge time of day, even if it is 
the case where the power source of a printer 1 is intercepted, and the case where it 
connects with other host computers, in a host computer, the time amount to the purge 
actuation performed next time based on the purge time of day memorized by the printer 1 
is countable. Therefore, according to the printer of the 2nd example of the above, in 
addition to the effectiveness that the printer of the 1st example of the above does so. the 
effectiveness that purge actuation can be performed at always exact spacing can be done 
so. 

[0040] In addition, although each above-mentioned example explained the case where 
purge actuation was performed, as an example of maintenance actuation, when performing 
flash plate actuation, the program changed the purge time of day in the processing shown 
in above-mentioned drawing 4 and drawing 5 at flash plate time of day, changed the purge 
command into the flash plate command, changed purge processing to flash plate 
processing, and changed purge actuation to flash plate actuation is used. In this case, in 
judgment processing of step 1 10 of drawing 4 , the time amount compared with the last 
flash plate time of day read at step 100 is 30 seconds. 

[0041] Moreover, by the above-mentioned printer 1, it is detected from the above- 
mentioned host computer 20 by the cap timing detecting element 36 which that print data 
are no longer outputted shows to drawing 3 . and if the detection is performed, control 
instruction will be taken out from the above-mentioned cap timing detecting element 36 to 
the above-mentioned OR motor control section 32, and a zero return signal will be 
outputted to the above-mentioned OR motor 12 from the OR motor control section 32. 
And the above-mentioned OR motor 12 which received this zero return signal is driven, 
and returns the above-mentioned print head 10 to a zero (initial valve position before 
printing activation). Then, the zero return of the above-mentioned print head 10 is 
detected by the above-mentioned HP sensor, a capping instruction is taken out from the 
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above-mentioned cap control section 35 to the above-mentioned capping equipment 15 
based on the detection, the above-mentioned capping equipment 15 operates, and a cap is 
given to all the nozzles of the above-mentioned print head 10. By this capping, 
solidification of the ink in the nozzle of the above-mentioned print head 10 is prevented. 
[0042] In addition, the computer using the so-called window system which can make 
coincidence perform two or more sorts of data processing is applied as the above- 
mentioned host computer 20, and if it carries out easy [ of the printer driver 21 equipped 
with the function to manage the timing which performs the above-mentioned purge 
actuation, or the driver only for maintenances ], the above-mentioned maintenance is 
manageable by the easy activity to which those drivers are made to read into a computer. 
[0043] Although each above-mentioned example explained the ink jet printer to 
representation as an example of a printer, you may be a laser beam printer. In this case, 
the command which performs housekeeping operation, such as stirring of a toner, cleaning 
of a drum, and heating of a fixing assembly, is outputted to a laser beam printer side as a 
maintenance command from a host computer side. Moreover, although the above- 
mentioned example explained the case where the interface of the above-mentioned host 
computer 20 and a printer 1 was a parallel interface, this invention can be applied also 
when it is serial interface. Furthermore, the above-mentioned flash plate timing detecting 
element 22 is formed in the above-mentioned printer 1, and only the purge timing 
detecting element 23 can be formed in the above-mentioned host computer 20. That is, 
you can make what has long maintenance spacing manage to the above-mentioned host 
computer 20. 

[0044] In addition, in each above-mentioned example, R0M41 and steps 600 and 610 are 
equivalent to the maintenance time-of-day storage means of this invention. Moreover. LF 
motor control section 31, the LF motor 16, CR motor control section 32, the CR motor 12, 
the head control section 33, a print head 10, the purge control section 34, purge 
equipment 18, the cap timing detecting element 36, the cap control section 35 and cap 
equipment 15, and steps 200,210,400 and 410 are equivalent to the maintenance 
equipment of this invention. Furthermore, the flash plate timing detecting element 22, the 
purge timing detecting element 23 and the print-data output section 25, and step 100 
thru/or 120, step 300 or 320 and steps 301 and 302 are equivalent to the maintenance 
instruction means of this invention. And steps 100 and 110, steps 300 and 310, and steps 
301 and 302 are equivalent to the counter means of this invention further. 
[0045] 

[Effect] Since the printer which excluded the function to manage the timing of a 
maintenance is realizable according to this invention as described above, a part with few 
the function and dependability are high, and the printer which cost does not require can be 
offered. Since it is necessary especially to manage the timing of many maintenances 
rather than other printers when a printer is an ink jet printer, dependability can offer the 
low ink jet printer of cost highly much more rather than the ink jet printer equipped with 
those functions by excluding those functions from an Inkjet printer. Moreover, the printing 
system which made the burden by the side of a printer mitigate can be offered by 
connecting a host computer and the above-mentioned printer equipped with the function 
to manage the timing of the above-mentioned maintenance. 
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DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS 



[Brief Description of the Drawings] 

[Drawing 1] It is the appearance perspective view showing the internal device of the 
printer concerning the example of this invention. 

[Drawing 2] It is the appearance perspective view taking out and showing a device in part 
from the printer concerning the example of this invention. 

[Drawing 3] It is the block diagram showing the control system of the printer concerning 
the example of this invention. 

[Drawing 4] It is the flow chart which shows the contents of data processing of the host 
computer of the 1 st example of this invention. 

[Drawing 5] It is the flow chart which shows the contents of data processing of CPU of 
the printer of the 1st example of this invention. 

[Drawing 6] It is the Maine flow chart which shows the contents of data processing of the 
host computer of the 2nd example of this invention. 

[Drawing 7] It is the flow chart which shows purge processing of the printer of the 2nd 
example of this invention. 

[Drawing 8] It is the flow chart which shows purge data detection processing of the host 
computer of the 2nd example of this invention. 

[Drawing 9] It is the flow chart which shows purge data output processing of the printer of 
the 2nd example of this invention. 

[Drawing 10] It is the flow chart which shows purge time-of-day output processing of the 
host computer of the 2nd example of this invention. 

[Drawing 11] It is the flow chart which shows purge time-of-day storage processing of the 
printer of the 2nd example of this invention. 

[Drawing 12] It is the block diagram showing the control system of the conventional 
printer. 

[Drawing 13] It is the flow chart which shows the contents of data processing of CPU of 

the conventional printer. 

[Description of Notations] 

1 Printer 

10 Print Head 

18 Purge Equipment 

20 Host Computer 

30 CPU 
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